Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



A?3 1 9 2001 




-4 



ATTORNEYS AT LAW ( 
MOO NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. • WASHINGTON, DC. 20005-3934 



Phone- 12021 371-2600 • Facsimile: (202) 371-2540 • ww skgf com 



Robert Greene Sterne 
Edward J kessler 
Jorge A Goldstein 
Samuel L Fox*** 
David K S Cornwell 
Robert W Esmond 
Tracy-Gene G Durkin 

MlCHELE A ClMBALA 

Michael B Ray 
Robert E Sokohl 
Eric K Steffe 
Michael Q Lee 
Steven R Ludwig 



John M Covert* 
Linda E Alcorn 
Robert C Millonig 
Michael v Messinger 
J u d ith U Kim 
Timothy J Shea, Jr 
Donald R McPhail 
Patrick E Garrett 
Stephlh G Whiteside 
Jeffrey t . Helvey* 
Heidi L KrauS 
Jeffrey R Kurin 
Raymon d M 1 llien 



Patrick D O'Brien 
Lawrence B Bugaisky 
Crystal D Sayles 
Edward W Yee 
Albert L Ferro* 
Donald R Banowit 
Peter A Jackman 
Molly A McCall 
Teresa u M edler 
Jeffrey S Weaver 
Kristin K Vidovich 
kendrick P. Patterson 
Donald J. Featherstone 



April 19, 2001 



Grant E Reed 
Vincent l. Capuano 
John a Harroun' 
Albert J Fasulo n* 
W Brian Edge* 
Eldora Ellison Floyd 1 
w Russell Swindell 
T h o m as C F 1 ala 

LONNY L MULLER* 

Brian J Del Buono* 
Virgil L Beaston* 
Ryan J Stamper* 



tlVED 

APR 2 0 i m 



00:2900 



Karen R Markowicz** 
Suzanne E Ziska** 
Andrea J Kamage** 
Nancy J. LEITH** 
Elizabeth J Haanes" 
Mark P Terry** 



'Bar Other Than D C 
"Registered patent Agent 
'"Senior Counsel 



Writer 's Direct Number: 

(202) 789-5525 

Internet Address: 

BRIANDfiTSKGF.COM 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Attn: Art Unit 1656 

Re: U.S. Utility Patent Application 

Appl. No. 09/266,935; Filed: March 12, 1999 

For: Compositions and Methods for Enhanced Synthesis of Nucleic Acid 
Molecules 

Inventor(s): Li et al. 

Our Ref: 0942.4560001 /RWE/BJD 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith for appropriate action are the following documents: 

1 . Supplemental Amendment and Remarks Under 37 C.F.R.§ 1.111; and 

2. One (1) return postcard. 

It is respectfully requested that the attached postcard be stamped with the date of filing of 
these documents, and that it be returned to our courier. In the event that extensions of time are 
necessary to prevent abandonment of this patent application, then such extensions of time are 
hereby petitioned. 
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The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, 
or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. A duplicate copy of this letter 



is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 




Brian J. Del Buono 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 42,473 
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